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SUBJECT: CROOK TESTIMONY ON TRANSLINEAR 

1 . UPI CARRIED FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF AMBASSADOR CROOK'S 
TESTIMONY BEFORE THE PROXMIRE COMMITTEE. 

2. QUOTE A TEXAS BUSINESSMAN TESTIFIED TODAY THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT DID NOTHING WHEN HE COMPLAINED THAT HAITIAN 
PRESIDENT JEAN CLAUDE INNER QUOTE BABY DOC INNER QUOTE 
DUVALIER S INNER QUOTE PALACE INNER QUOTE DEMANDED A HALF 
MILLION DOLLAR BRIBE AND HALF OWNERSHIP OF HIS COMPANY. 

WILLIAM CROOK SAID THE REFUSAL OF HIS FIRM, TRANS- 
LINEAR INC. OF TEXAS, TO MEET THE DEMANDS LAST YEAR LED TO 
THE CONFISCATION OF EQUIPMENT AND CANCELLATION OF A 
CONTRACT TO DEVELOP THE HAITIAN ISLAND OF TORTUGA INTO 
A FREEPORT AND TOURIST CENTER. 

CROOK, WHO ONCE SERVED AS AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRALIA, AND A 
BUSINESS ASSOCIATE, DR. WILLIAM CARDEN, TESTIFIED BEFORE 
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IMPACT ON U.S. COMPANIES THAT REFUSE TO PAY OVERSEAS 
BRIBES. 

INNER QUOTE IN RETROSPECT, I WAS RATHER NAIVE INNER QUOTE 
ABOUT THE REQUESTED PAYOFFS, CROOK TOLD SEN. WILLIAM 
PROXMIRE, D-WIS. BUT HE EXPRESSED INNER QUOTE DISAPPOINT- 
MENT INNER QUOTE THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND THE 
EMBASSY TOOK SCANT INTEREST. 

CROOK SAID HE SENT A TELEGRAM TO SECRETARY OF STATE 
HENRY KISSINGER SEVERAL WEEKS AFTER THE APRIL 15, 1975, 
INCIDENT, BUT RECEIVED NO REPLY UNTIL FRIDAY. PROXMIRE, 

WHO CHAIRED THE HEARING, SAID THE RESPONSE CAME AFTER HE 
ASKED THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO TESTIFY ON THE MATTER. 

THE TRANSLINEAR OFFICIALS SAID THEY BEGAN PLANNING WITH 
THE HAITIAN GOVERNMENT IN 1971 TO BUILD A HOTEL, 

TOURIST AND TRADE CENTER AT TORTUGA. TRANSLINEAR WAS TOLD 
THAT A SHORTAGE OF WATER MADE THE PROJECT DIFFICULT, BUT 
THE COMPANY DISCOVERED ARTESIAN WELLS SUFFICIENT FOR A 
POPULATION OF 10,000. 

SHORTLY AFTER THE WATER DISCOVERY, TRANSLINEAR WAS 
ORDERED TO LEAVE TORTUGA. FOLLOWING TWO YEARS OF 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH HAITIAN OFFICIALS, CARDEN RETURNED 
TO HAITI AND WAS TOLD TO GO TO A PARK IN A PORT-AU-PRINCE 
SUBURB. 

CARDEN SAID A INNER QUOTE GRADE-B GANGSTER, EVEN DOWN TO 
THE DETAIL OF REFLECTIVE SUNGLASSES INNER QUOTE ORDERED 
HIM TO PAY 500,000 DOLS AND 50 PER CENT OF TRANSLINEAR 
STOCK TO 13 GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS FROM THE INNER QUOTE 
PALACE INNER QUOTE - THE HAITIAN EQUIVALENT OF A WHITE 
HOUSE. 

CARDEN SAID HE LEARNED LATER THAT THE MAN AND ANOTHER WHO 
LATER BECAME INVOLVED IN THE DEMAND WERE EMPLOYED AT THE 
HAITIAN JUSTICE DEPARTMENT. 

CROOK SERVED UNDER PRESIDENT JOHNSON AS DIRECTOR OF VISTA, 
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
AND AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRALIA. END QUOTE INGERSOLL 
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